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P . Architect William Ahern, with the drawing he designed for a.
i’g s hl ating the last shot of World War I @
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Veteran’s Day rites span ages
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By Leslie Anderson
GLOBE CORRESPONDENT

His physical remains have long.
since disap‘pqared. After 225
years, even his name is unknown.

Yet a British soldier who died
in Concord on Apnl 19, 1775, will
be honored by 100 British and Co-
lonial reenactors next Sunday,
thanks to the efforts of a Vietnam
veteran who in his spare time
plays the role of an 18th-century
American patriot.

“Here you have a soldier who
was killed in the town and buried
in the town and yet was never Te-
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” membered in the town,” said D.
Michael Ryan, who pored through
historic documents to determine
the approximate location of the
soldier’s grave.

“We have worked hard to ac-
count for our soldiers killed or
missing in Vietnam. Should we do
less for this British soldier?”

Sometimes it takes decades to
fully appreciate the sacrifices sol-
diers make. Sometimes it takes
centuries. As Veterans Day ap-
proaches, preparations are under-
way in Medford and Concord to
“Z honor men from two very differ-
ent wars.

On Noyv. 11, the city of Medford
will award high school diplomas
to men who cut their education

short nearly half a century ago to i
serve in the xmhtary durmg the

prematurely to serve their coun-
try,” said Edward Nolan, com-

mander of the Veterans of Foreign |

|
i
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‘Wars, Post 1012, where the dlplo-
ma presentation will take place at
11 a.m. “We're just paying tribute
to the tremendous sacrifice they
made as kids to serve in the mili-

The following day, representa-
tives from the British Consulate
will join town leaders and reenac-
tors in dedicating a granite mark-
er on Monument Street honoring
one of three British soldiers who
died during the Concord fight. He
is believed to have been buried
along Monument Street just out-
side Monument Square. The other
two soldiers were interred next to
the North Bridge.

The parade of reenactors be-
gins at the North Bridge at 1 p.m.
The ded.lcatlon ceremcny will take

a., Where he attended the dedica-~
ion of a memorial that he de-
signed commemorating the last
shot fired in the European theater
of World War I1.
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try company in Czechoslovakia

surrendered on May 7, 1945. The
black granite slab features a repli-
ca of an M-1 rifle carved from
stone and lying on its side.

“I thought it would be nice to
symbolize the laying down of
arms,” Ahern said. “The impor-
tant thing to me was not that it
was the last shot of the war, but
the beginning of pe_ace."



